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Your Panchayat Head 
Supports TIST 
By V.S.Sagalagunam -President, Vedal 
Panchayat 
 
TIST - The International Small Group Tree Planting 
Program has come to Kancheepuram District, 
Kancheepuram Circle, Walajabadh Union and #99 
Vedal Village Panchayat and its surrounding villages.
Through the organization of TIST, individuals are 
encouraged to form Small Groups to grow trees. The 
groups in turn cultivate seeds, seedlings and trees 
around their residence, and in their fields and thus 
through the propagation of this cultivation, today, many 
trees of different varieties are being grown by small 
groups in the Vedal Village Panchayat area. Through 
the growth of trees of these varieties, TIST is not only
bringing the benefits of these trees to these villages 
and this country but also the World Environment is 
being safeguarded by the TIST Organization. 
 

 
 

Panchayat Head (2nd from Right) Participating at a Registration Seminar 
g";rhaj;J jiyth; (,lJ g[wj;jpypUe;J ,uz;lhtJ) FG gjptPL 

fUj;ju';fpy; g';nfw;Fk; fhl;rp/ 
 

For growing and maintaining these trees, TIST
provides incentives to the members of the small 
groups. I strongly encourage the public of Vedal 
Panchayat to avail from this wonderful opportunity of 
TIST Feb 2003
TIST- f;F Mjut[ jUk; 
c';fs; Cuhl;rp jiyth; 
 

V.S. rfyFzk; -Cuhl;rp xd;wpaj; jiyth; 
-ntly; fpuhkk; 
 

TIST ? rh;tnjr rpW FGt[k; kuk; elt[ bra;a[k; 
bray;Kiw jpl;lKk;. fh";rpg[uk; khtl;lk;. 
fh";rpg[uk; tl;lk; thyhrhghj; Cuhl;rp 
xd;wpaj;jpy; be/99 ntly; fpuhkk; kw;Wk; 
Rw;wpa[s;s fpuhk';fspy; jdp kdpjid 
rpWFGf;fs; mikj;J ku';fis elt[ bra;a 
Cf;Ftpf;fpwJ/ ,f;FGf;fs; gjpYf;F 
tpijfisa[k;. ehw;Wf;fs; kw;Wk; ku';fisa[k;. 
j';fs; tPl;oYk;. kw;Wk; fHdpfspYk; 
kuf;fd;Wfs; itj;J. tsh;j;J ,e;j ku';fs; 
elt[ bra;a[k; jpl;lj;ij gug;g[fpd;wdh;/ ,d;W 
gytif ku';fis ,r;rpW FGf;fs; ntly; 
fpuhkj;jpy; tsh;j;J tUfpd;wdh;/ nkYk; 
,g;gog;gl;l kuf;fd;W tsh;g;g[r; bra;a o!;l; 
epWtd bray; Kiwapdhy; gRikahd 
kuf;fd;Wfs; tsh;e;J ku';fs; bghpajhFk; epiy 
,e;j fpuhkj;jpw;F kl;Lkd;wp. ,e;j ehl;ow;Fk;. 
cyf mstpy; Rw;Wg;g[w R{Hiy eyk; fhf;fpwJ 
,e;j TIST epWtdk;/ 
 
,e;j ku';fis fhg;ghw;wp tsh;g;gjw;F ,e;j 
TIST epWtdk; rpWFG m';fj;jpdh;fSf;F 
Cf;fj; bjhifa[k; mspf;fpwJ/ c';fshy; 
jiytuhf njh;e;bjLf;fg;gl;l ehd;. ntly; 
fpuhkj;J bghJkf;fshfpa c';fisa[k; kw;Wk; 
v';Fs;sth;fshf ,Ug;gpDk; nkw;fz;l TIST rpW 
FGf;fs; mikj;J. kuf;fd;Wfis tsh;g;g[ 
bra;J ek; vy;iyfis mHFgLj;Jjy; 
kl;Lkpd;wp c';fs; bghUshjhu tsh;r;rpapd; 
Kd;ndw;wj;jpw;F cjt[k; ,e;j TIST epWtdk; 
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continued from page 1
cultivating these trees to beautify our area and also
obtain the incentives provided by TIST for your 
economic benefit. As your Panchayat leader, I humbly
request everyone to join and support the TIST 
program in our area. Thank you. 
 

Ekambaram Group  
 

By Prabakar Srinivasan 
 

We would like to introduce the Ekambaram Group to 
everyone.  This Small Group, consisting of 6 members 
in Vedal village, has been very enthusiastic, hard 
working and very active from day one of the TIST 
program. While several other groups were 
contemplating the benefits of TIST, members of 
Ekambaram group understood the benefits of TIST
early on and reaped those benefits during the season. 
The incentives that his group has earned for the first 
and second quarters was put to good use by group 
members. 
  
Mr. Adhikesavan (aka Adhi), one of the members of 
Ekambaram group says “I am proud to share the 
details of the benefits we have received through TIST.
When we had no money to do any additional 
investments, it was TIST that had helped us by 
providing incentives for the nurseries that we started.
We used this initial incentive received from TIST to
buy some vegetable seeds, which we then cultivated 
in our fields. The ladyfinger (Okra) that yielded, made 
our living comfortable for a period of two months. This
has now given us confidence to invest further in TIST
with other varieties of tree seeds that we will grow in 
our nursery. We have already transplanted our first set 
of tree seedlings into the ground. The incentives from 
TIST for our new and existing tree plantings together 
with the income from the vegetables  will now 
substantiate our earnings for the next few months.” 
 

 
Ekambaram Group Member Jegatheeswari starting another Nursery (Left). 

Seedlings in the new Nursery germinate very well within a couple of weeks (Right). 
Vfhk;guk; FGitr; nrh;e;j $fjP!;thp kw;bwhU ehw;W gz;iz 
bjhl';Ffpwhh; (tyJg[wk;)/ g[jpa ehw;Wg; gz;izapy; ehw;Wf;fs; 
xUrpy thu';fspnyna ed;F Kistpl;l fhl;rp/ (,lJ g[wk;) 

 

Adhi’s wife Manjula says “We are very happy and 
proud to have TIST in our village first and we are 
working hard for our group to get more benefits from it.
After receiving training to work as a small group, we 
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 mspf;Fk; Cf;fj; bjhifiaa[k; bgw;W gad; 
mila[k;goa[k; gzptd;g[ld; nfl;Lf;bfhs;fpnwd;/ 
,e;j TIST epWtdj;jpw;F c';fs; 
xt;bthUthpd; Mjut[k; eho ,e;j jpl;lj;ij 
ek; fpuhkj;jpy; kpf bghpa mstpd; btw;wp bgw 
bra;tPh;fs; vd;w ek;gpf;ifapld; tpil 
bgWfpnwd;/ ed;wp tzf;fk;/ 
 

Vfhk;gu FG 
g;uhgfh; _epth!d; 
 

eh';fs; c';fs; vy;nyhUf;Fk; Vfhk;gu 
FGit mwpKfg;gLj;Jfpnwhk;/ 6 
cWg;gpdh;fisf; bfhz;l ,e;j rpW FG 
kpft[k; cw;rhfj;Jld;. fodkhf ciHj;J 
bjhlf;f Kjny ,e;j TIST jpl;lj;ij 
bray;gLj;jpdhh;fs;/ kw;w rpW FGf;fs; ,e;j 
TIST jpl;lj;jpy; gad;fis gw;wp 
rpe;jpf;Fk;nghnj Vfhk;gu FGtpdh; ,e;j 
TIST jpl;lj;ij ed;whf mwpe;Jbfhz;L 
bray;gLj;jp vy;nyhUf;Fk; Kd;ng 
,j;jpl;lj;jpd; K:yk; TIST mspj;j Kjy; 2 
fhyhz;L Cf;fj;bjhifia ey;y Kiwapy; 
bgw;W gadile;Js;shh;fs;/ 
 
jpU/ Mjpnfrtd; (Mjp) Vfhk;gu FGtpd; 
cWg;gpdh; TWfpwhh; “eh';fs; TIST K:yk; 
gadile;j tptuj;ij c';fsplk; bgUika[ld; 
gfph;e;Jf; bfhs;fpnwhk;/ eh';fs; Kw;Wk; 
tUikapy; thoanghJ ,e;j TIST jpl;lj;jpd; 
K:yk; eh';fs; tsh;j;j ehw;Wg;gz;izf;F 
mth;fs; mspj;j Cf;fj;bjhifia bfhz;L 
eh';fs; fha;fwpfs; tpijfis th';fp mij 
v';fs; epy';fspy; gaphpl;nlhk;/ tpijj;j 
btz;il v';fSf;F tUthia bgWfpaJ/ 2 
khj fhyj;jpw;F ,e;j tpisr;ry; K:yk; 
fpilj;j tUkhdk; v';fs; FLk;gj;ij 
trjpahf thH tHp bra;jJ/ ,j;jpl;lk; 
v';fSf;F nkYk; gy tifahd ku';fs; elt[ 
bra;J gadila ek;gpf;if mspj;Js;sJ/ 
vdnt eh';fs; v';fs; tPl;ila[k; taiya[k; 
Rw;wp ehw;W gz;izia Muk;gpj;Js;nshk;/ 
Vw;fdnt v';fs; epy';fspy; gytifahd 
kuf;fd;Wfis ,lk; khw;wp Kjy;epiy elt[ 
bra;Js;nshk;/ g[J elt[fSf;Fk; Vw;fdnt 
jh';fs; fhg;ghw;wptUk; ku';fSf;Fk; TIST 
mspf;Fk; Cf;fj;bjhifa[k; mLj;j rpy 
khj';fSf;F ey;y Kiwapy; thH 
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continued from page 2
are even more committed to work hard together as a 
group”. 
 

A Word on TIST from your 
Postmaster 
 

By Mr. Narayanan, Postmaster, Vedal Post 
Office 
 

The TIST team lead by Mr. Prabakar of Chennai has 
implemented this wonderful tree planting program in 
our villages through which villagers by forming small 
groups have planted lots of seedlings and trees, thus 
paving way to more greenery and to bring rains to our 
area. 
  

 
 

The Vedal Post Office 
ntly; jghy; epiyak; 

 

This program is also helping the people who live below 
the poverty line by providing small groups that plant 
and maintain trees with cash incentives. Small groups 
are also opening savings accounts in our post office 
through which they will receive payments for their
plantings from TIST. I encourage all small groups to 
approach me at the post office to open their savings 
accounts at the time of their group registration with 
TIST. I will do my best in helping you open your 
accounts efficiently. I encourage everyone to join TIST 
and benefit from it. 
 

NEWS Bulletin 
 

By Sreelatha Prabakar 
 
TIST has come a long way in these villages 
surrounding Vedal since our first journey almost 9 
months back when our first friend, the Satellite showed 
us the map to Vedal as a prospect for the TIST 
Program. The enthusiasm and commitment of the 
villagers to the project and their hospitality shown to 
TIST Feb 2003 C
 
Mjutspf;Fk;/” 
 
jpUkjp/ k";Rsh Mjp mth;fs; TWtJ/ 
“,e;j TIST jpl;lk; ek; ntly; fpuhkj;jpw;F 
Kjypy; te;jw;fhf kpft[k; bgWika[k; 
kfpH;r;rpa[k; milfpnwhk;/ mjpfkhf 
Cf;fj;bjhif bgw;W gadila v';fs; rpW 
FG cWg;gpdh;fs; xt;bthUtUk; fodkhf 
ciHf;fpnwhk;/ rpW FGthf bray;gl gapw;rp 
bgw;w eh';fs; xt;bthUtUk; cWjpa[ld; 
FGthf ,ize;J brayhw;Wfpnwhk;/” 
 
c';fs m";ryf jiyth;; 
mspf;Fk; TIST mikg;igg; 
gw;wpa rpy thh;j;ijfs; 
 

jpU/ehuhazd;, m";ryf jiyth;, ntly; 
 

TIST mikg;igg; tHp elj;jpr;bry;Yk; 
brd;idia rhh;e;j jpU/ g;ughfh; ,e;j 
mUikahd ku';fs; elt[bra;a[k; jpl;lj;ij ek; 
fpuhkj;jpw;F rpW FGf;fs; mikj;J gy 
ku';fisa[k;. fd;Wfisa[k; tsh;f;fr; bra;J 
,jd; K:yk; ek; fpuhkj;jpw;F gRik 
bgWf;FtJld; ey;y kiH bga;a tHp 
tFj;Js;shh;/  
 
VH;ikapy; cs;s kf;fSf;F ,j;jpl;lj;jpd; 
K:yk; rpW FGf;fs; mikj;J ku';fs; tsh;j;J 
mij ghJfhf;ft[k; Cf;fj;bjhif bgw tHp 
tFj;Js;shh;fs;/ ,r;rpW FGf;fs; ,e;j TIST 
Cf;fbjhifia bgw jghy; epiyaj;jpy; 
nrkpg;g[ fzf;F Muk;gpj;J cs;shh;fs;/ TIST 
rpW FGf;fshf gjpt[ bra;Jf; bfhs;Sk; 
c';fis ,e;epiyaj;jpy; TIST epWtdj;jpd; 
Cf;fj;bjhifia eP';fs; bgw nrkpg;g[ fzf;F 
Jtf;f vd;id mQqft[k;/ c';fSf;F cjt 
fhj;jpUf;fpnwd;/ ,e;j jpl;lj;jpy; ntly; fpuhk 
kf;fshfpa eP';fs; nrh;e;J mjd; K:yk; 
gazila[k; go nfl;Lf;bfhs;fpnwd;/ 
 

bra;jp fhy mwptpg;g[ btspaPL 
 

_yjh g;uhghfh; 
 

TIST jdJ Jtf;fg; gazj;jpypUe;J. btF 
bjhiytpw;F ,e;j ntly; Rw;Wg;g[w 
fpuhk';fis mile;Jtpl;lJ/ ek; Kjw; 
HEZHUMAI  3 
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the  TIST team has provided so many successes to 
the program in such a small period that it still feels like 
a dream. With the Almightly's grace & blessings, 
together we all have been able to achieve this.  
 As most of you are aware, the TIST team has been 
conducting Small Group registrations in your villages 
over the last 2 months.  Registration is the 
process that officially admits a Small Group into the 
TIST Program. Small Groups that register 
provide TIST with information about their members on 
a registration form that is signed by all members. At 
this time TIST staff provides the Small Group 
members with a Welcome Packet, takes a group 
photo, and trains group members on the various 
documents in the Welcome Packet.  The Welcome 
packet gives a lot of information for the benefit of the 
group members on how they can proceed 
towards their goal of planting lots of trees. If you all 
carefully read and follow these procedures, you can do 
wonders as a TIST Small Group and also benefit 
tremendously from the incentives received from TIST. 
You will learn much more about starting 
nurseries, planting trees, working in small groups, 
managing your TIST finances, conservation farming 
and various other useful things which you would not 
have known before in that depth. 

ons in full strength when the TIST team 
arrives. 

Over the last 2 months, the TIST team has found that 
conducting registrations is very tough as all 
the members of the group are not  available at the 
same time to sign the forms and obtain the training on 
the Welcome Packet.  We are now using some newer 
ideas brought forth by group members and others 
such as, doing registrations in two stages, using 
coordinators living in the villages to take group photos, 
requesting group members to train fellow group 
members on the Welcome Packet etc. This has 
improved the pace of the registrations but we would 
like to be able to register groups more 
rapidly. Therefore we urge Small Group members to 
co-ordinate themselves and be present for 
registrati

In spite of the hardships in doing registrations rapidly, 
we have received tremendous response from villagers 
during registrations. The response in Aandiseruvallur 
is worth a special mention where the group 
members organized themselves very well to make 
registration proceed efficiently. Our thanks also go out 
to Mr. Elumalai in that village for his support and co-
ordination in getting the registrations done. So far we
have successfully registered 23 groups in 
Aandiseruvallur, Vedal, Melapulam and Molacchur. 
These groups have been trained on the Welcome 
Packet either one on one or through a training 
TIST Feb 2003 C
njhHdhd braw;if nfhs; jhd; ntly; 
fpuhkj;ij tiuglj;jpy; TIST jpl;lj;jpw;F 
Vw;w fpuhkkhf fhz;gpj;jJ/ ,j;jpl;lj;jpw;F 
ntly; kw;Wk; Rw;wpa[s;s fpuhkthrpfs; fhl;oa 
bghWg;g[k; Mh;tKk; mth;fs; mspj;j md;g[k; 
tpUe;njhk;gYk; ,e;j TIST jpl;lj;ij rpW 
fhyfl;lj;jpnyna kfj;jhd btw;wpaila 
r;bra;Js;sJ xU bghpa fditnghy 
njhd;WfpwJ/ flt[spd; JiznahLk; 
mUnshLk; xU';fpize;J ehk; vy;nyhUk; 
,e;j btw;wpia mile;Js;nshk;/ 
 
c';fspy; epiwa ngh; mwpe;Js;sijg; nghy 2 
khj';fshf TIST mzp c';fs; fpuhk';fspy; 
rpWFG gjpt[ bra;JtUfpwhh;fs;/ gjpt[ 
bra;tbjd;gJ rpWFGit TIST jpl;lj;jpy; 
Kiwg;go ,izg;gJjhd;/ gjpt[ bra;ag;gl;l 
rpWFG TIST f;F j';fs; FG cWg;gpdh;fis 
gw;wpa tptu';fis tpz;zg;gotj;jpid vy;yh 
cWg;gpdh;fspd; ifbahg;gkpl;L ,e;j rkaj;jpy; 
jhd; TIST mYtyh;fs; rpWFG 
cWg;gpdh;fSf;F tuntw;t[ mspj;J FG 
g[ifg;glk; vLj;J. rpWFG m';fj;jpdUf;F 
tuntw;g[ jpul;oy; cs;s gy;ntW Mtd';fspy; 
gaph;r;rp mspf;fpd;wdh;/ ,e;j tuntw;g[ jpul;L 
rpWFGf;fspd; nehf;fkhd epiwa ku';fis 
tsh;f;f cjtpLk; tifapy; kpf mjpf 
tptu';fis mspf;fpwJ/ ,e;j tptu';fis 
ftdKld; goj;J. ,e;j Kiwfis 
filg;gpoj;jhy; TIST rpWFGthf 
tpaf;fj;jf;f Kiwapy; gzpahw;wp TIST K:yk; 
fpilf;Fk; Cf;fj;bjhifiaa[k; kpf bghpa 
mstpy; bgw;W gadila Koa[k;/ nkYk; gy 
jfty;fs; ? gz;izia Fwpj;Jk; ku';fs; 
elt[ bra;tJ Fwpj;Jk; rpW FGf;fshf 
gzpahw;Wgijf; Fw Jk; c';fs; TISTpj;  
tUkhdj;ij ifahStijf; Fwpj;Jk; ? 
ghJfhg;g[ tptrhak; Fwpj;Jk; nkYk; gy 
cgnahfkhd jfty;fs; Kd;ig fhl;oYk; 
,g;nghJ tptukhf mwpe;J bfhs;s Koa[k;/ 
 
fle;j 2 khj';fshf TIST mzp elj;jptUk; 
gjpt[ bra;a[k; tpjj;jpy; rw;W r';fl';fis 
vjph;bfhs;fpd;wd/ mjhtJ vy;yh 
cWg;gpdh;fSk; xU Fwpg;gpl;l rkj;jpa 

gotj;jpy; ifbaGj;J bgwt[k;. tuntw;g[ 
jpul;oy; cs;stw;wpd; gaph;r;rp mspf;ft[k; 
Kotjpy;iy/ eh';fs; ,g;nghJ gy g[jpa 
Kiwfis FG cWg;gpdh;fs; mspj;Js;s 
HEZHUMAI  4 



 continued from page 4
seminar. We have also partially registered several 
other groups in these and other villages and are 
working hard to complete the registrations  for those 
groups within the next couple of weeks. 

 

 
S
fUj; ;a[k; 

ted to TIST. We are 
eager to serve you! Thank you. 

eminar and Door to Door Group Registrations in Vedal and Aandiseruvallur 
ju';F kw;Wk; tPl;Lf;F tPL brd;W FG gjptPL bra
fhl;rpfs; ? ntly; kw;Wk; Mz;orpUts;S:h; fpuhkk;/ 

Getting registered is the first step you have to take as 
a Small Group to reap the benefits of the TIST 
program. We request everyone to co-operate fully and 
help us in getting the group registrations done in a 
speedy and efficient manner. Let us all work hard 
together to make TIST a grand success in this area. 
Please feel free to approach any TIST staff if you have 
any questions or concerns about the registration 
process or any other issue rela
TIST Feb 2003 C
nahrid go ifahz;L tUfpnwhk;/ mjhtJ 
2 epiyfspy; gjpt[bra;tJ. fpuhk';fspy; 
trpf;Fk; xU';fpizg;ghsh;fspd; cjtpa[ld; 
FG g[ifg;glk; vLg;gJ. FG cWg;gpdh;fns 
kw;w cWg;gpdh;fSf;F tuntw;g[ jpul;od;go 
gaph;r;rpaspg;gJ nghd;witahFk;/ ,J gjpt[ 
bra;a[k; bray;Kiwia Jhpjg;gLj;jpa[s;sJ/ 
Mdhy; eh';fs; nkYk; gy FGf;fs; 
mjpntfj;jpy; gjpt[ bgw ntz;Lk; vd;W 
Mirg;gLfpnwhk;/ mjdhy; eh';fs; rpWFG 
cWg;gpdh;fs; xU';fpize;J TIST mzp gjpt[ 
bra;atUk; nghJ FGtpd; bkhj;j 
m';fj;jpdUk; ,Uf;Fk;go ntz;o nfl;Lf; 
bfhs;fpnwhk;/  
 
ntfkhf gjpt[ bra;tjpy; rpy r';fl';fs; 
,Ug;gpDk; gjptpd;nghJ tpaf;fj;jf;f Mjut[k;. 
fpuhkthrpfsplkpUe;J fpilj;jJ/ Kf;fpakhf 
Mz;orpUts;S:hpy; fpilj;j Mjuit gw;wp 
Fwpg;gpl;lhf ntz;Lk;/ m';F FG cWg;gpdh;fs; 
mth;fns kpf tifahf xU';fpize;J 
gjpthf;fk; kpf neh;j;jpahf eilbgw tHp 
bra;jdh;/ jpU/ VGkiy mth;fspd; Mjut[k; 
xj;JiHg;g[lDk; gjpthf;fj;jpy; cjtp 
g[hpe;jjw;fhf v';fs; ed;wpia mtUf;Fk; 
bjhptpj;Jf; bfhs;fpnwhk;/ ,Jtiu ehk; 23 
FGf;fis Mz;orpUts;S:h;. ntly;. nky;g[uk; 
kw;Wk; bkhsr;R{hpy; gjpt[ bra;Js;nshk;/ ,e;j 
FGf;fSf;F jdpg;gl;l Kiwapnyh my;yJ 
gapw;rp Kfhk; K:ykhfnth tuntw;g[ jpul;oy; 
cs;stw;wpy; gapw;rp mspf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ/ ,d;Dk; 
rpy FGf;fis ,e;j fpuhkj;jpypUe;Jk; ntW 
gy fpuhk';fspypUe;Jk; Xustpw;F gjpt[ 
bra;Js;nshk;. ,e;j FGf;fSf;F 
gjpthf;fj;ij Koj;Jtpl ghLgl;LtUfpnwhk;/  
 
gjpt[ bgWtJ jhd; eP';fs; TIST jpl;lj;jpd; 
K:yk; gadiltjw;fhd Kjw;go MFk;/ 
eh';fs; ,e;j gjpthf;fj;jpw;fhf ntfkhft[k;. 
ey;y KiwapYk; eilbgw c';fs; vy;nyhhpd; 
cjtpa[k; xj;JiHg;g[k; msf;Fk;go 
nfl;Lf;bfhs;fpnwhk;/ ,e;j vy;iyapy; TIST 
jpl;lk; btw;wpaila ehk; vy;nyhUk; ,ize;J 
bray;gLnthk;/ TIST gw;wpnah my;yJ 
gjpthf;fj;ijg; gw;wpa re;njf';fnsh. 
nfs;tpfnsh c';fSf;F ,Ue;jhy; ja';fhky; 
TIST mYtyh;fis ja';fhky; mQqft[k;/ 
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