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EDITORS MESSAGE.
It is time to complete weeding for maize,

beans and sorghum, think ol plantiag other
amutinds gw abahingl sba hansi |8 I
kirikubongyeramu amasni gokurwarisa food crops like polatoes, cassava and
okucwekyerazibwa kw'ehihira,

s bt ST ki banana plantations to be able to get good

food yield during the coming season.
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Dmukunywanisa anfursguuks yentulrs 8 o
‘alurundans arwonye OrUnEg] QML
ga amumili, Tist nehwera abahingi &
si-imu, endiiza enungi yab'omumaka i
fnokucendess  enkoresa  y'anku B M TAANO Eu]xg-
A EmakEa.
OBUTUMWA BWA EDITA.
aring the good news about Hat 3
‘e ness 1o change our behaviour. Haii n‘obunaku bw'okumariira
8 Thinming and pruning for success.

s, poem about caring for your land. okwombera ebicoori, ebihimba

- | r'omugusha. Tekateeka ahakuhinga
ebyokurya ebindi nk'ebitakuri namuhogo
{Okubagana amakury manungi shari tist B | hamwe n'okuboneza entookye kubaasa

Hritwelenga kuhindura shamicene yailu

Ob: singuzi  oburi  omukwitira kusharuura ebyokurya bingi nyensva.
mokushabira

Ohkushara Ara.

Reataho okumanyisa omukyanga

Fkyanyu noif kiba omunyatwengye.
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SHARING THE GOOD NEWS
ABDUT TIST.

It 1 pood 1o share the good news aboat
TIST with wthers. The work we do
foether in TIST 15 for all the people.
We swant fo improve the emaronoment
and o how the work we do planting
ipees, practicing  Conservation
Farming, and usmg smproved stoves
imiproves the v ofvulnerable people
m¢luding subsisience farmers. and
show the posibve change and mapect
L L;a'n.':' oan '.:?II;! g A o U o [

There & bope ifeveryons discovers that
planting & tree 15 fife sving. The tree
izkes 10 carbon and keeps it m the waood
and sott and in Telorm, e s ey e,
Beforestation. gan be stopped if
individueals, eprporalions, anid (he
« public sector play the good mole of
replienting and protecting trees thal are
helpii tomnan. FIST is doing the wark,
plantimg trees, including indigenous
speotes hal sre frigndly to our
chnvironment

The Small Group's work 1% fo take
Action, Tﬂnn: trecs, and bve by TIET
values., Cur  peighbors -and
commnitics learn from our example
when they observe how we live by these
walues and the best practices we hove
formmaiated o care for fhe enviponment.,
The o .cs we plant belp o fitmly hold
the s0il. hence prevenfing soil crosion.
Furfhermare L onservalion Farmung
impraves viclds 50 we cam protect forest
land. TIST umproved emergy saving
ook stoves use less frewood and
prolects women and children from
disepses Fram smoke.

We are TTST s best marketing, Let's
serve as leaders and examples 1m o our
commuonites and encourage oers to
join v In TIST, together we can
accomplizsh great things.

Abias, Rwembirizi Tree Flanting.

WE NEED TO CHANGE OUR
BEHAYIOUR.

Unless we change cur behavior, the
enviranment will continuously be
polluted. We are littering, our world
witly polythene papers and packing

materials. We are filling our air with
dirty mir from our eook stoves and
vehicles andd carboa dioxide when we
cuf forests and clear land:

We are cmcroaching wponm and
destroving wetlands without regard for
our own wellbeing. We are clearing
even small trees for constuchon for the
prowth of fowns and rading centers,
W are mining and quarmving stone,
sand, and minerais for building
parpasis and industry. We feave these
mines and oasries bare, o scac on the
earth that poliute our water and hasten
eroston of dur valuable soils.

diee ]:liimt':.ng makes us aware of the
danger of our destructive behaviors and
helps us chansre our course. When we
siruggie o help seediings grow mto
sfrong trees, we understand onr role as
carctakers of our environment, and we
understand that we-all have a
responsibaliity to creale positive change,
o counter the destrucuon of mmmg,
of fand clearing, of Titter.  We should
be creative, and work for good, both
with Ioual epviranmental acton and
pursning the good government policies
that maximice kand uility and probect
and improve it so that the growmg
popalation, our children, may depend
on it for penerations.

George Bagenda, Kyangyenyi

THINNING AND FEUMING FOR
SUCCESS.

Thmming is an-opcration caryied oub
us trees . erow by seleciing and
deltberately rermoving some of the Trees
from @ given plantation. 11 dome well
and at the right time, thinning gives
the Bbest tress more space to grow and
encourages good growth.

Why should plantations be thinned?
As$ trees grow, they starl competing
with one another for light, motrients,
water and space, therehy slowing down
growth. Therefore, some of the trees
shonld be
syslematically remeved in order to

in  the - plantation

reduce competition befareen trees. This
allows the best remaining trees 1o Zrow

l—i

faster and larger, increasing the value
of your plantation.

Thirning is done by sclecting the
“hest” trees in the forest. For many
species, eucalypius,
grevillea, angd cvpress, these are often
the larrest trees, cach with a single,
giraight stem. Bach tree species has
different spacing requircments [0

including

maximize tree growth and qualiy, and
requirements my vary based on the
type of site an which they are locited,
but here are some general purdehnes.

To grow strong, heaithy trees, a spacing
of two metess or moee i recommended,
This spacing works for many TIST
trees {i.c. pine, grevillea, and cypress),
but somec recs TEQUEre MO SPace
{mange and macadamia, for example)
Closser spacing 15 acceplable when frees
are young. As the frees begen 1o meature,
inevitably some rees will by larger and
more rebust than their oeighhors.
These ars the Lest trees that shiukd be
kepi. In determining which trees
should be remoeved, look ot the besl
trees to see if they are appropriately
spaced.  If they are not, some nearhy
trees will necd (o be remnoved.

Omee you lave determined which trees
to remove, cut these at the base of the
tres, In the weeks and months
following cutting, many irees will
begin 1o sprout from the stumg. To keep
the tree from coming back, these
sprouts shanld be cut or broken off at
the base of the tree.

In generzl, if all recs ina given arca
are close to the same ape. the huger
trees should be chosen % best rees 1o
lcave to grow, Anather pood indicator
of trec health 15 the position of the
crown of the tree 1n the canopy. Trees
with crowns above the general canopy
level are able to absorb more light than
thase lower down, and 5o can grow
hetter. Finally, best trees should have &
single stem, with no major disease, oF
roL. Hovwever, this does not mean yom
should leave onky the larngest trees Aim
for & two meter by bwoomeler Spacing
ins oeder to ensure that the trees are as
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large and as healthy as possible so that
carbon caplure is maximized.
Bemember that growth rate variss
greatly by species. 1f 0 mamgo tree is
growing necar a stand with lots of
cucalyptus, the mangoe may be far
smaller and slower growing than the
fast-growing socolyvptus, but it certainly
sheuld not be cut simply because it is
smaller! In fact. a tree like mango 15 of
great importance due 10 0is vsefulngss
as a food source, Indeed, there are
many other wes for trees, depending
upon specics, besides carbon cagtone.
For example, a tree may be desirable
a5 a shade source. In this case, you
should give the trec more room thin
usual o expose the tree to more
sunlight, which will stimulate the tree
to proJuce new hranches on the main
stem and on larger Timbs. If vou want
to use @ o of trees az a2 windbreak,
vou shounld keep trees in that row
gpaced closcly together, but remove
trees 1o either side in order to incréaase
the “bushiness™ of the trees.
Pruniog

In @ matural forest, trees naturally seli-
prune. Branches in the upper canopy
shade out lower bramches. As leaves on

#the lovrer branches begin to die off, s0

does the branch to which they are
altached.  Through natural weather
evenls, B dead and rotted branches
will Gzl off v be knocked off. While
natural pruming may happen on TIST
sites. ittnay be necessary, or beneficial
to prune trees by hid. When deciding
which limbs to remove,; vou shoald
follow a few hasic principles.

Mast tree species should bave a zingle
main’stem at-the groond: level, Trees
with a singhe stem arc generatly faster
growing and are less prone to splhit
durng storms. If a tree with multiple
stems 15 chosen as abest tree, thers are
several factors to take into nccount
when sclecting which stem o leave.
The largest stem should generally be
selected to be the main stem. The main
stem should be free of rot, appear to be
healthy (c.g lots of leaves), and be
relanively siranght.

Ome major misconception aboul ree
pruning i% that you should cut limbes
parallel to the trunk. This iz false. Cuts
should be made perpendicular to the
limb, slightly out from the tumk. This
minimizes the amount of exposed
wood, and allows the actvely dividing
cells in the branch collar to grow over
the cut. over tirme, which helps the tree
io remain healthy and free of rof,
When pruning, don’t be overzealous.
Tree timmings are often used for fuel
wood or-fodder. While this is perfectly
acceptable; remember that prunimg can
improve tres health and increase
growith over ime, byt removing leaves
will initially reduce the tree’s ability
to capture sunlirht and cause siress to
the tree by creating a scar, which it
miust heal. After removing @ fimb, the
area cut should be left alone. Do not
cover it with tar or any other material,
so the tree can cxpel any toces material
on the wound. Oae often overlooked
aspect of both pruning and thinning 15
that trees tend to produce new shoots
near the cut. Some species do this more
than others. Cenerally, these are very
easy to remove durmg the first year
aftercutting by simply snapping off the
supple shoots  Shoots will often not
grow back:

Some trees, especially fruit trees. will
produce befter yields with multiple
siems. These are cul near the base of
the ster when they are voung in order
16 stimulate new growth, Cnee the tree
bz eatablished these new shoots, they
b0 may be cut monder 1o produce moTe
growth. This process may be repeated
o order 1o increase the bushiness of
the tree. bul be sare to allow at least a
few months orf more betwesn
rimmings 50 the irée Can recover from
the stress of cullng,

Remember that to take part in the
carbon market; we Tave to commil 1o
keep troes for the long term. We should
allow feees to grow foral least 30 years,
thinning and pruning to produce
useful, sustainable forests that provide
us bemefits for years to come.

By Apaha Denis, Kanyinya Small
Group, and Ben Misleh

A POEM ABOUT CARING FOR
YOUR LAND.

Care for me, Yoo will live longer!
You swake acids inmel I don't provide
viou the rght arnount of food.

You cxpose me bo sun fays You ane
affected by famine and discase!

Yot don’t care for mr=! You de natared
ine.

You uncover me by culiing grassitrees.
You won't get [ibers for blanket.
Dhonn™s kill other creatures- You will live
Innger.

Dot make me exhiusted. You will
live 2 happier life.

Allow me grow mors crops! You
depend upon them: :

Keep me beauntiful. You will be wise.
Let me yiekd JYou will pet the swrplas.
Come tome wills rmanure. You will el
a dish full of foeod.

1 am vour care. You are hooored!

By Annet Tumwebaze TIST Farmer
B UFITY

CREATE AWARENESS IN YOUR
LOCALITY YOU WILL BE WISE.
We all the abality and
responsibility 1o

have
change our
communitics for the better. We are
called to be senvant leaders, volunteers
and to do good work together Tor big
results at a low budgel. (God planted 2
garden, and we are called to tend it
nal 1o destroy 1t and 1o care for all of
his creation. “For esweryoae 10 whom
much is given, of him shatl much be
required.” — Luke [2:48

Wi have been given a lot: a bounteous
carth that con yield a good harvest, 2
vpice. cach other. Thercfore, much is
cxpected of us. Our words and action
should drive clange. We should plant
trees, protect rivers and wetlands, and
teach our neighbors 10 do the same. We
shoukd create awareness and scrve as
examples to gthers.

We should Tive by the TIST Values and
work for the common interest and
welfare of our communifies.

Enoch Tumwebaze



